Food poisoning, listeriosis, and febrile gastroenteritis.
Outbreaks of foodborne disease owing to contamination with Listeria monocytogenes bacteria have usually been associated with the development of severe invasive disease. A recent report has provided clear documentation showing that outbreaks of L. monocytogenes also present as gastroenteritis and fever. Further studies of this foodborne organism are needed to determine its infectious dose and the characteristics of the host that are associated with noninvasive febrile gastroenteritis.